
1993: The Desert Tortoise. During the final period of the George H.W. Bush 

administration there were plans to open up the development of a portion  

of the Mojave Desert – the habitat of the Desert Tortoise. We moved very 

quickly to make an emergency grant so that our grantee could rush to court 

and get a temporary restraining order to last long enough that the grantee 

could then lobby the new department of the interior to reverse course, thus 

saving the habitat.

1996: Bus Riders Union. Los Angeles Transport Authority had a deteriorating 

service at the same time that fares were increasing, to serve richer areas.  

An activist group was formed: The Bus Riders’ Union. They convinced NAACP-LDF 

to bring an action under the theory of discriminatory funding. Litigation became 

the framework and the focus. Bus riders flooded board meetings, routes, media, 

even the Republican Mayor came out and supported it! The result was a $1Bn 

investment in the bus system and a freeze on fares.

1996: Voting Rights – Monterey. This was about how judges and the city 

council were elected. The grantee, Joaquin Avila, was a one-man voting 

rights shop. We made four grants and the case went all the way to the  

U.S. Supreme Court. The result was that the citizens could and did elect 

Mexican-American council members and judges.

2015: Juvenile Justice, Ohio. In 2003 young girls in Ohio’s juvenile justice 

system started to speak out about being physically and sexually abused.  

It was the tip of the iceberg of a culture of excessive force where youth  

entered a school-to-prison pipeline. Already disadvantaged, these children 

were locked down, out of sight/out of mind, with no adequate systems in 

place for their physical or mental health, education, and rehabilitation. These 

courageous young men and women used the class action tool to find their 

voice, make it heard and worked with committed advocates for over a decade 

to create a template for juvenile justice reform that can serve our nation.


