
Speaker Bios 
 

Session 1: Recent Developments in Water Advocacy 
 
 

Britton Schwartz, Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 
[Moderator] 
Britton Schwartz is the Bay Area Program Director for The 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, where she provides 
strategic vision and oversight for the Proposition 1 funded Bay 
Area Disadvantaged and Tribal Community Involvement 
Program. She is an experienced non-profit legal and policy 
professional with expertise in environmental justice and human 
rights. brings over ten years working on behalf of communities 
facing environmental injustice and remains committed to 
partnering with these communities to achieve sustainable and 

meaningful policy change. She graduated from a dual degree program at Harvard Law School 
and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in 2007. 
 

Michael Claiborne, Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability 
Michael Claiborne is an attorney with Leadership Counsel for 
Justice & Accountability, a nonprofit organization that works 
alongside the most impacted communities in the Eastern 
Coachella and San Joaquin Valleys to advocate for sound policy 
and eradicate injustice to secure equal access to opportunity 
regardless of wealth, race, income and place.  Leadership Counsel 
works with community leaders on issues including safe and 
affordable drinking water, adequate wastewater service, basic 

transit services, quality affordable housing, and the right to live free from industrial pollution 
with infrastructure that supports healthy lifestyles. Mr. Claiborne’s practice is focused finding 
solutions to water issues affecting California’s most vulnerable communities, along with 
administrative advocacy and litigation to strengthen water quality regulations. 
 

Helen Kang, Golden Gate University Environmental Law and 
Justice Clinic 
Helen H. Kang is Professor of Law at Golden Gate University 
School of Law and Director of the law school’s Environmental 
Law and Justice Clinic, which has received recognition for its 
work from the American Bar Association and the Clinical Legal 
Education Association. She has devoted most of her legal career 
to environmental protection, first as Trial Attorney with the 
Environmental Enforcement Section of the U.S. Department of 
Justice. She and her clinic students have successfully litigated 



numerous cases, contributing to developments in environmental law, reducing pollution in 
communities most affected by pollution, and improving public participation and regulatory 
accountability. Her targets have been large sources of pollution such as agricultural industries 
and power plants, as well as governmental entities. She graduated from Berkeley Law, 
University of California at Berkeley, and Yale University. 
 

Debi Ores, Community Water Center 
Debi Ores joined the Community Water Center in 2014. As 
Staff Attorney, Debi is responsible for leading CWC's work 
on preventing nitrate contamination of drinking water 
sources. She also works on number of other legislative and 
regulatory matters including implementation of the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act with a focus on 
ensuring disadvantaged communities are included in the 

decisions surrounding water management, water affordability, and promoting sustainable 
water systems. 
 
Prior to working for CWC she interned with the State Water Resources Control Board in the 
Office of Enforcement and with the Delta Stewardship Council. Both of these positions solidified 
her desire to work on protecting our State's valuable water resources. 
 
Debi received her B.A. in Political Science from UCLA. She obtained her J.D. from the University 
of California, Davis School of Law where she was an officer for the Environmental Law Society 
and an editor for the environmental law journal, Environs. 
 

Session 2: The Science of Water 
 

Steve Shimek, Monterey Coastkeeper 
Steve Shimek has a checkered past.  He has a degree in biology from 
UC Santa Cruz.  He has been a rafting guide, cave diver, extreme 
kayaker, rock climber, writer for magazines including National 
Geographic Traveler, Outside, Parenting (which he knows NOTHING 
about), and Men’s Fitness, and he lived in Japan as Montana’s 
international trade representative where he occasionally worked 
closely with Morihiro Hosokawa, who would become Prime Minister 
of Japan.  Steve founded The Otter Project in 1998.  The Otter Project 
has helped create shipping lanes that reduce the threat of tanker 
collisions off our coast; helped create California’s network of Marine 

Protected Areas; sued the Fish and Wildlife Service leading to the end of the “No-Otter Zone” in 
southern California; and has fought against offshore oil drilling within the sea otter’s range.  
Current projects include better enforcement of the offshore shipping lanes, better regulation of 
agricultural pollution, and exploring ways to reduce the frequency of toxic algal breakouts that 
close fisheries and kill ocean wildlife, including otters.  Steve’s 30 year old step daughter Andrea 



was recently very surprised to learn that Steve had never been arrested; Andrea simply asked, 
“Why not?” 

 
Scott Fendorf, Stanford University 
Scott Fendorf is soil scientist and biogeochemist, whose particular 
area of interest is on the chemical and biological processes involving 
contaminants and nutrients. His work on the fundamental 
biogeochemistry of arsenic coupled with field work from 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, and Vietnam to the Central Valley of 
California has led to an understanding of how arsenic and other 
contaminants enters groundwater, a process that is impacting 
aquifers across the globe. He has helped lead a bridging of groups 
focused on solving what is termed ‘the largest mass poisoning in 

history’. Scott is the Huffington Family Professor of Earth Science at Stanford University. He is 
the founding chair of the Earth System Science Department and presently the Senior Associate 
Dean in the School of Earth, Energy, and Environmental Science at Stanford.  He is also a Senior 
Fellow in Stanford’s Woods Institute for the Environment.    
 
 

Arden Wells, Stanford University 
Arden Wells is a Ph.D. Candidate studying hydrogeology in 
Stanford University’s Earth System Science Department. Her 
research focuses on how water management and land use affect 
uranium levels in groundwater in the northern San Joaquin 
Valley, California. She holds a B.S. in Geosciences from the 
University of Texas at Dallas and is a National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellow. 
 

 
 
 

  



Session 3: Existing & Developing Legal Theories 
 

 
Camille Pannu, UC Davis Aoki Water Justice Clinic [Moderator] 
Camille Pannu directs the Aoki Water Justice Clinic at UC Davis School 
of Law. The Water Justice Clinic partners with stakeholders to support 
the sustainability of rural water systems; to include the voices of rural, 
low-income communities in water management decisions; and to 
ensure that all Californians have access to safe, clean and affordable 
drinking water. Prior to joining UC Davis, Camille served as an Equal 
Justice Works Fellow in the southern San Joaquin Valley, where her 
work focused on utilizing community/economic development 
strategies to address environmental racism.  
 

 
Ashley Werner, Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability 
Ashley Werner is a Senior Attorney with Leadership Counsel for Justice 
and Accountability, where she advances the organization’s legal and 
policy initiatives to eliminate barriers to opportunity based on wealth, 
race, income and place in the San Joaquin and Coachella Valleys.   
Alongside community residents, partner organizations, and her 
colleagues, Ashley has successfully moved local governments to 
address fundamental inequities in access to basic infrastructure, 
including safe and affordable drinking water; safe and affordable 
housing and fair housing choice; environmental health; and civic 
engagement.  

 
 

Jason Flanders, Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group 
Jason Flanders represents individuals and nonprofit organizations in a 
wide variety of administrative and judicial proceedings, with special 
emphasis on the federal Clean Water Act, the California Environmental 
Quality Act, and Proposition 65. In 2014, he co-founded the Aqua Terra 
Aeris Law Group (“ATA”) with the goals of providing general legal 
services to environmental advocates and activists in all arenas, while 
continually expanding the number of private public interest attorneys 
in practice. 
  
 

 
 
 



 
 
Nathaniel (“Nat”) Kane, Environmental Law Foundation 
Nathaniel Kane joined ELF as a staff attorney in 2014, after completing 
a two-year environmental law fellowship at Shute, Mihaly & 
Weinberger LLP. There, he represented local governments and 
nonprofit groups in land use and environmental litigation, including 
regulatory takings, CEQA, and eminent domain cases. During law 
school, Nat was Executive Editor of the NYU Environmental Law 
Journal and received a Guarini Fellowship in Land Use and 
Environmental Law.  

 

Session 4: Intersectionality of Water with Other Civil Rights 

 

Colin Bailey, Environmental Justice Coalition for Water [Moderator] 

Colin Bailey is the Executive Director and Managing Attorney of The 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water (EJCW). An accomplished 
social justice attorney, Colin supports EJCW’s policy agenda, programs, 
and grassroots member organizations. Building upon California’s 
historic adoption of the Human Right to Water policy in 2012, EJCW 
supports the grassroots effort to implement and enforce this mandate 
statewide.  
 
Colin serves on several advisory committees for various State agencies 

and academic institutions. Colin received his J.D. from UCLA School of Law, with a certificate 
from the Public Interest Law and Policy Program and the Critical Race Studies Program. 
 
As a legal aid attorney, Colin served as lead counsel for a community coalition that, in 2012, 
after a five-year campaign, defeated a proposal to construct an underground natural gas 
storage facility that threatened to cause massive explosion and fire and contaminate the 
groundwater in a low-income community of color in south Sacramento. 
 
Colin was appointed to the California Air Resources Board’s AB32 Environmental Justice 
Advisory Committee and the Department of Water Resources’ California Water Plan Update 
2018 Policy Advisory Committee. Before that, Colin served on the California Water 
Commission’s Water Storage Investment Program Stakeholder Advisory Committee, the 
Department of Water Resources’ Proposition 1 Integrated Regional Water Management 
Community Stakeholder Engagement Advisory Committee, the Environmental 
Justice/Disadvantaged Community Advisory Group for the California State Water Plan 2013 
Update, and more. 



 
Marisol Aguilar, California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. 
Marisol Aguilar, staff attorney with the Modesto office of the 
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA), works with low-income 
individuals on social justice efforts and implementation of 
community equity initiatives. As Director of their Community 
Equity Initiative team, she works on environmental justice and 
infrastructure issues alongside community members residing in 
unincorporated marginalized areas, working in partnership with 
community organizations, researchers and local leaders to 
identify complex areas of need specific to local communities. 

Throughout California hundreds of thousands of people live in Disadvantaged, Unincorporated 
Communities (DUCs). DUCs range from urban pockets that are excluded from cities, to more 
remote, densely settled rural communities. Residents in these communities often live without 
the most basic features of a safe and healthy environment —potable drinking water, sewer 
systems, safe housing, public transportation, access to healthy food, sidewalks, streetlights and 
parks— due to decades of neglect and exclusion from formal decision making by city, county 
and state governments. The Community Equity Initiative (CEI) is a multi-strategy effort designed 
to address and eliminate social, political and environmental factors that negatively impact 
DUCs. It was established to focus CRLA resources towards changing patterns of historic 
inequality in rural regions of California. In partnership with PolicyLink and the California Rural 
Legal Assistance Foundation, CRLA staff work alongside community leaders to raise awareness 
of DUCs, increase investment in community infrastructure, advocate for equitable 
development, promote environmental justice, guarantee fair representation and build 
leadership capacity, so that residents can engage meaningfully in decision-making that impacts 
their neighborhoods and their families. Marisol earned her law degree from the Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law. 
 
 
 

Eduardo Ramirez Castro, California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation 
Eduardo Ramirez Castro is the Associate Director of the 
Sustainable Rural Communities (SRCP) and a Full DOJ Accredited 
Representative at California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
(CRLAF). Mr. Ramirez Castro has held clinical, legislative and 
public policy fellowships where he has represented indigent 
families seeking immigration relief; helped advance state-wide 
immigrant integration policy; and addressed a significant unmet 
need for community education on immigration-health care 

crossover issues.   
 
  



 
Angélica Salceda, American Civil Liberties Union 
Angélica Salceda is a staff attorney at the ACLU of Northern 
California, where she focuses on economic justice, 
immigrants’ rights, and civil rights and civil liberties 
enforcement in the Central Valley.  
 
Prior to joining the ACLU as a staff attorney, Angélica was 
an Equal Justice Works Fellow sponsored by Fenwick & 
West. As an Equal Justice Works Fellow, Angélica led a 

project to identify and remove educational barriers impacting pregnant and parenting students 
in California’s Central Valley.  
 
Angélica received her undergraduate degree in Political Science and History with a minor in 
Anthropology from University of California, Los Angeles. She was a 2007-2008 Jesse M. Unruh 
Assembly Fellow and was subsequently hired as a legislative aid in the California Assembly. 
There, she worked on a number of policy issues, including environmental justice and 
immigrants’ rights. Angélica is a graduate of UC Berkeley School of Law. 

 


